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A History of Rockingham County, Virginia. By John W. Wayland, 
Ph. D., Professor of History State Normal School, Harrisonburg- 
Va., Member Virginia Historical Society, American Historical 
Association, Pennsylvania German Society &c; Author of "Po- 
litical Opinions of Thomas Jefferson", "The German Element of 
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia &c." Ruebush-Elkins Com- 
pany, Dayton, Virginia, 1912, pp. 467, with 94 illustrations and 
maps, and full index. 

Rockingham is one of Virginia's largest and richest counties and 
has been very fortunate in having so able and scholarly an historian 
as Dr. Wayland. In every phase of the history, civil, military, relig- 
ious, and economic, the work of the trained student is evident. 

While giving in a very interesting way all of the things usually 
found in county histories, the author has studied and presents many im- 
portant subjects which the average writer of such works overlooks, or 
does nor understand the importance of. 

The appendix contains much matter of interest including a good 
bibliography. 

If our reviewing space were not crowded it would be a pleasure to 
enter more fully into the character and merits of this admirable work. 

Richmond Her Past and Present. By W. Asbury Christian, D. D. 
Illustrated. Manufactured by L. H. Jenkins, Richmond, Va., 
1912. pp. 618 with index. 

It is very surprising that Richmond should so long have been with- 
out a historian. Mordecai and Little, writing many years ago, did but 
little to supply the want, and Dr. Christian's work can hardly be called 
a history. It is however a very useful chronicle. The author has been 
an indefatigable student of newspaper files, and has given, in compact 
form, most of the great and small events in the history of the City down 
to the present time. 

As a chronicle of events, especially since the Revolution, "Rich- 
mond, Her Past and Present" has much value. As a real history there 
is much lacking. 



